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Fall is a favorite season of some with the 

colorful leaves and cooler temperatures. 

Others are not as happy to see this change. 

Many connect the falling leaves with work 

as they rake and bag the leaves to take 

them to the curb. Maybe those that enjoy 

this season know a secret—it is best to leave 

the leaves on the ground!!  

Fall leaves can be very beneficial to the environment in a variety of 

ways including: 

• Providing habitat for wildlife: Fallen leaves provide great cover and    

places to hibernate or overwinter for animals like frogs, turtles, and 

salamanders.  Even moth and butterfly caterpillars use fallen leaves 

for shelter before emerging in spring. 

• Providing food for wildlife: Creatures like earthworms and millipedes 

live in and break down leaf litter. These soil critters and others are 

also a source of food for larger animals like birds and toads. 

• Adding nutrients to your soil: As leaves break down and decompose, 

nutrients are added to soil which provides a healthier environment 

for plants to grow. 

• Improving the habitat of your lawn: Fallen leaves provide insulation 

for plants over the winter and allow for greater water retention into 

the soil. 

 

Best practices include: 

• Mowing/mulching the leaves into quarter sized pieces to facilitate 

decomposition.  

• Raking leaves around bases of trees and over gardens to provide 

cover. (Raking them into piles to jump in first, is totally acceptable!) 

• Keep leaves off the street and out of storm drains to protect our 

waterways. 
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Did You Know? 
The colors in fall leaves represent the pigments that are left over in the leaves 

when they stopped making food for the summer.  The green chlorophyll is 
absorbed back into the tree for use next spring. Red leaves contain a piment that 

is thought to protect the leaf from sunburn, yellow and  orange have carotene 
(like carrots) and brown leaves have no pigment left at all. 

https://hortnews.extension.iastate.edu/faq/can-i-just-leave-fallen-leaves-my-yard-and-garden
https://hortnews.extension.iastate.edu/faq/can-i-just-leave-fallen-leaves-my-yard-and-garden
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uxaBxoz6XME
https://www.thespruce.com/mulch-your-leaves-into-lawn-2152940
https://www.franklinswcd.org/get-grassy
https://askabiologist.asu.edu/questions/why-do-leaves-change-color
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Save the Date: Poster Contest 

Spring will be here before we know it and we want to remind you there are many fun 
ways to foster environmental stewardship and appreciation in your classroom. 

Please join us by participating in our annual Conservation Poster Contest focused on 
celebrating our watersheds.  

 

2023 Conservation Poster Contest Theme: 

“One Water” 

Please check our website for updates. The contest will begin in January 2023. 

2022 Area 5 Envirothon 

The Envirothon reinforces and enhances interest in the environment/natural resources among high 
school students. This competition tests knowledge of soils, forestry, wildlife, aquatic ecology, current 
environmental issues, and encourages teamwork and cooperative decision-making. More 
information about the Area 5 Envirothon coming in spring of 2023—we hope you can join us! 

NCF Envirothon—Ohio 2022 

Each year, over 25,000 high school students across the United States, Canada and China spend 
months studying, researching and learning about conservation, natural resources, 
environmental issues and more to prepare for a competition like no other! All with the goal of 
attending the NCF-Envirothon annual international competition. 
 
The first placed team from each state, provincial and partner nation Envirothon competition is 
eligible to attend the NCF-Envirothon annual international competition, to compete against the 
top teams for thousands in scholarships and awards.  
 

Drawing up to 500 students, volunteers and guests annually, the competition is hosted in a different U.S. state or 
Canadian providence each year. During the competition, students are exposed to diverse environmental issues, 
ecosystems and topography. This past summer, Ohio was fortunate to host this international competition at Miami 
University in Oxford, Ohio. Congratulations to Massachusetts, Maryland and Florida—the 3 top scoring teams in the 
competition! Please visit the NCF Envirothon website for additional information about the NCF-Envirothon Ohio 
including recordings of the Top 3 Team Oral Presentations.  

https://www.franklinswcd.org/conservation-poster-contest
https://www.franklinswcd.org/envirothon
https://envirothon.org/
https://envirothon.org/the-competition/past-competitions/2022-ohio/
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 Environmental Education Programs 

We’re back in the classroom! Our Environmental Education Team is so excited to be offering both in-person and virtual 
learning opportunities during the 2022-23 academic year. In addition to programs, we also have a variety of 

educational resources including newsletters and models/kits for loan. Did we mention that most schools within cities, 
municipalities, villages and townships in Franklin County can participate in these programs for FREE!! Please contact us 

today if you would like to set-up a program or loan this school year.  

CLICK HERE for 2022-23 Environmental 
Education Program Information 

CLICK HERE for SWIFTlet Newsletters & 
Coloring Pages 

mailto:lpettit@franklinswcd.org?subject=2021-22%20Environmental%20Education%20Program
https://www.franklinswcd.org/education
https://www.franklinswcd.org/swiftlets
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COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS 

Bring the Farm to You! 

Plan a farm day with your students, right at your school! Celebrate the fall season with programs for 
single classrooms, grade levels, or the whole school community. 

 

• Apple Cidering: choose an immersive lesson on the history of apples and cidermaking, or a festival-type activity for 
          all to try and taste. 

• Farm Animal Events: chicks, ducks, rabbits, a big turkey, chickens, goats, sheep, and a pig, set up in beautiful 
      wooden pens to create a farmyard right at your school. 

• Child’s Homestead: like a “pioneer day,” with over 15 different activities! 

• Maple Sugaring: wonderful for learning the history and process of this local winter treat. 

• Beekeeping: great for learning about pollination and pollinators! 

• Mini Farm: a formal lesson teaching about chickens, ducks, and rabbits. 

• Chick Hatching: it’s not too late to hatch chicks! Last hatch of the year starts mid-October. 

• Dairy Delicacies: ice cream and butter making for a small group – deliciously educational! 

• Rabbit Rearing: keep a rabbit in your classroom for one or two weeks, learning about the needs of animals. 
 

Visit www.bringthefarmtoyou.com for more details, or email info@bringthefarmtoyou.com for a price list. 

QED with Dr. B highlights cutting-edge scientific discoveries 

that impact our daily lives. Hosted by “Dr. B” – COSI’s own 

President and CEO, Dr. Frederic Bertley. Each episode 

features relatable conversations with scientists and 

innovators from across the nation. QED with Dr. B is a 

partnership between COSI and WOSU Public Media, a PBS 

affiliate station. 

Click Here to View 

 

http://www.bringthefarmtoyou.com
mailto:info@bringthefarmtoyou.com
https://eeco.wildapricot.org/
https://cosi.org/qed-dr-b

